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Rom. 12. 18. 


IF 1t be poſible, and as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably ith all men. 


[: a World wherein ſo much evil is both, , 


done and ſuffered, wherein all mankind 

are both Agents and Patients in the com- 
mon guilr ; nothing, 1 is perhaps more difhcult 
than ro maintain moderate and peace -able re- 
lentments in the midſt of ſuch provocations 
as conſtantly ſurround us ; a quiet, a for rgiving 
trame of ſpirit, being not more neceſlary to 


the conſtitution of ag”_ Chriſtian, than it 
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The Peaceable Chriſtian, 
is hard to be obtained by him. Yet he that 
belongs to Chriſt,ought to have his Soul above 
the common humours of paſſion and revenge; 
for as he has learned not to do evil to another, 
ſo atfo not te proſecute it too ſeverely when 
done againſt himſelf. He has learned to ſhew 
more diſpleaſure againſt his own faults, than 
againſt thoſe of other men : And in ſhort, is 
ready to be at peace with any offender, ſooner 
than with his own guilty ſelf. For though the 
World thinks it a commendable height of cOu- 
rage not to give place to wrath ; yet grace by 
a new method, riſeth to a more ſolid great- 
neſs ; it overcomes provocations only by for- 
giving them, and conquers injuries by gentle 
and moderate returns, whilſt inſtead of tor- 
menting it ſelf in contriving how to carry on 
any unchriſtian differences ; it makes this rather 
the buſineſs of its holy endeavours, wiz, That 
if it be poſſible, and as much as lieth in it, to 
live peaceably with all men. Our Apoſtle at 
the 9th v. of this excellent Chapter, ingages 
into a diſcourſe of brotherly love, in purſu- 
ance of which he exhorts the believing Romans 
to charity and hoſpitality towards their poorer 
brethren, V. 13. and thence proceeds to ad- 
vile thera how to carry it towards an offending 
Brother 
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Brother alſo, viz, that they ſhould bleſs their 
perſecutors, 2nd that they ſhould not curle 
even the worlt of men, v. 14. bur that they 
ſhould ſympathize, and ſhare both in the joys 
and priets of all cheir fellow Chriſtians, v. 15. 
that they ſhould be humble in their own 
thoughts, and in their behaviour towards o- 
ther men, TV. 16. being far from returning 
injury for injury, V. 17. but if it was poſſ- 
ble, and as much as lieth in them, that they 
ſhould live peaceably with all men. For ſays 
he, If it be poſſible, &c. 

If ic be polſible--Humane nature is ſo cor- 
rupt, .and humane practices are fo perverle; 
that to live altogether peaceably, is look'd up- 
on by the Holy Paul as a thing almoſt impol- 
ſible; the unkindnels of others ſhowring lo 
many injuries upon us,” and our own proud 
hearts, lowing with ſuch ſtreamsot birternels, 
that the whole world may well be drowned 
under quarrels, and contentions; and in {0 
univerſal a deluge, no wonder if the peaceful 
Dove can hind no room to reſt its toot amongſt 
men {ſo unkind in their deportment, and to 
haughty in their paſſions. Well might the A- 
poltle queſtion the very poſlibilicy of .living 
peaccably ; leſt therefore that we (h 


ould think 
A 3 that . 
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that to do abſolutely fo, 1s indeed impoſitble ; 
we find him deſcending one degree. nearer to 
humane capacity, if you think that to do this 
pertectly be impoſlible ; 

Yet ar leaſt, as far as you arc able, and as 
much as lieth in you {ve, ee. For *tis true, 
we cannot force the will of our neighbour, 
it is not in our power to. bend his ſtubborn Soul, 
to bow his ſtiff and lofty neck, or to lame his 
ſavagenels into a more ſociable diſpolition. But 
though he isnot in our power, yet we our ſelyes 
are : a wile man has command over himlelf, 
has power to humble his own pride, to cool 
his own paſſions, to chain up his anger, and 
revenge thoſe wild beaſts ; which when looſe 
are apt to fly at all ; and it we will but keep 
thoſe poylonous Serpents out of it, we may 
maintain a paradiſe in our own boſoms ; we 
may be quict in the midſt of a provoking 
world. So that if men would but preſerve 
peaccablenels in their own proper actions, it 
would leſlen every diflention, by cruſhing che 
ill humours whilſt in the egg, and by rebating 
at leaſt the point of the keeneſt malice ; and 
this would prove one ſtep towards living pea- 
ceably with other men. 

Peaceably,lays the Apoſtle, and in that word 

he 
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he commends to us a grace not only going far 
tothe making of a true Chriſtian , bur to the 
making of him happy allo. Peace, and good 
will being thoſe great Bleſſings, promiſed by the 
Angels that proclaimed the birth of our ever 
bleſſed Jeſus, Luke 2. 14. The deareſt Lega- 
cy bequeathed to his Diſciples by their dying 
Lord, John 14. 27. Peace is one of thole at- 
tributes which adorn theCrown of the Almigh- 
ty, who is pleaſed to be tiled the God of Peace; 


5 Rom. 15.33. & 16. 20. In a word, it's 


one of thole bleſſed circumſtances by which 
his heavenly Kingdom is commended to us. 
Rom. 15. 13. This is that grace fo often called 
for by our Apoſtle, as that Chriſtians ſhould 
be at peace amongſt themſelves, 1 The. 5. 13. 
And that they ſhould follow peace with all 0- 
ther men too, Heb, 12. 14. With all men, 
being the laſt circumſtance conſiderable in the 
Text. Our goodneſs ought to extend to all 
mankind, we ſhould live peaceably with all ; 
ſhewing it by patience towards all, 1'Thef. 5.1 4. 
By doing good to all, v. 15. By being gentle 
unto all, 2 Tim. 2..24. and in fine, by ſhewing 
all meekneſstoall men, Tit. 3. 2. With all, then 
is the great extent of this duty, eſpecially with 
the houſhold of fauh, with thoſe.chat are ſhut 
up 
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up in the ſame incloſure of the Chriſtian 


Church : but though theſe have the firſt title 
to this peace, yet ought it not to be de- 
nied to all the common world belides; 
Plainly to our goodnels the good have a moſt 
unqueſtioned title, and yet even the worſt of 
men ſhould not be excluded from their ſhare in 
it allo. With all mankind, therefore ic is our 
duty to be peaceable. Humane charity ſhould 
be extended as far as humane nature; and a 
Chriſtians peace be as univerlal , as catholick, 
as his religion : his meekneſs ſhould be conhi- 

*Aed in no narrower bounds than thoſe the world 
it ſelf confeſſes. Live peaceably with all men, with 
our friends; for the contrary is unnatural, 
with our profefled Enemies, fince the contrary 
is unchriſtian : we ſhould be quiet with the 
quiet, becaule thar is bur juſt, and with the un- 
quiet too, becauſe that becomes, our credit and 
repoſe : withall, becauſe we owe a duty to all. 
And thus I have both explained the words in all 
their parts,and at the ſame time, I hope ſuffici- 
ently proved the duty too, from thoſe ſeveral 
parallel Texts already cited. 

That therefore, to live peaceably, to be of 
an univerlally calm, mild, and forgiving diſpo- 
lition, 45 the character of every true Chriſtian 
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| ſhall take for granted, and confine my (elf 
at preſent only to examine the duty in the La- 
tirude of the text adding both motives and 
direftions neceſlary to its performance : we 
ſhould be peaceable : 1. With all: 2. With 
all as far as it is poſſible: 3. With all as much 
as in us lies. But I ſhall wave this method, and 
conlider the true extent of che duty, before 1 
proſecute the duty it ſelf, which in the Text 
has a double limitation : 1. As far as it is pol- 
ſible, and 2. as much as in us lies. And now 
that I may impoſe a diſtin& ſenſe upon both 
thole expreſſions which, may probably ſeem 
to carry the ſame, I ſhall take leave to under- 
ſtand the polſlibilicy, only for chole things that 
are in our power ; and then as much as in us 
lies, for the things that are lawful, and indeed 
when we conſider that a good man can be 
rightly ſaid to be able to do only thole things 
that hecan lawfully do, perhaps the expoſition 


will not ſcem very much forced. 1. Then as 


g 


far as it is poſſible the Goſpel obliges us not to Limitation 


act impoſlibilicies ; bur in all poſſible occaſions 
we muſt keep the Chriſtian Peace. 
in an age wherein it is not morally poſlible co 
avoid all occaſions of offence, we do often ſuch 


things that others may take in evil part; bur 
thelc 
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theſe things we muſt labour with all diligence 
to avoid, briefly it is poſſible, either not to 
do ill at all to any one , or art leaſt not to de- 
fend it when done ; not to juſtify what poli- 
bly we could not avoid. 

If therefore out of infirmity of nature, or 
ſurpriſe of the temptaion, we at any time 
fail in our duties, let us not double our fin, by 
defending, by prolonging it; nor go on by the 
continuance of our differences, to ſhew that we 
delight in them. If it was not poſſible to avoid 
the beginning of quarrels, it is I hope yet pol- 
ſible to make an end of them ; and by the ſud- 
den taming of our unruly paſſions, make at 
leaſt a kind of ſatisfaftion to God and man, 
both of whom we had offended. Shortly, in 
all thoſe differences abounding in a contentious 
world, I fear there are but few can be pro- 
ved unavoidable in their beginnings, andI am 
{ure there are none impoſiible to be concluded, 
did but both pore relolve to do their dutics. 


Let us therefore know that our power goes 


farther than we are willing to grant it, and 
that our duty, our peaceableneſs ought to go 
as far as our power: Which I told you a good 
Chriſtian will believe to be only as far as it is 
lawful, that being the 24. Limitation In 

c 
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the duty of the Text. Honeſty, what is juſt, 


and lawful, ought to be the great bound of our 
charity ; for we are not to agree with all men 
upon any terms, to agree with any man in his 
ſin ; we ought not lo much to ſtudy to be at 
peace with men, as to be ar peace wich their 
vices too, and conſequently at enmity with God, 
and at open war with Heaven : we ſhould in- 
deed ſtudy to live like brethren, but not like 


Simeon, and Levy, brethren in iniquity. Briefly ge,. 49.5. 


we ought to quarrel with nothing but ſtn : nay 
and thereto have a cate of being moved againſt 
the perſon, rather than the fault ; to ſee that 
our zeal againſt offence, ingage us nor to be 
unkind, uncharitable, or unnatural againſt the 
ofkender ; for otherwiſe we may prolecute fin 
in a ſinful manner. We mult therefore, it 
religion will allow it, be peaceable with all 
men, be kind, and good natured, as far as we 
can be lo with a 200d conſcience ; and I know 
that very few of our quarrels can be exculc 
upon a religious, or conſciencious pretence ; 
till therefore we find that Chriſt ſuffers as well 
as we, we ſhould labour to live peaceably with 
all men. The truth of which in both its ex- 
rents is ſufficiently proved by the places foreci- 
red, all with all, and rowards all, being the 
B 2 con- 
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conſtant additions to this duty. 1. With our 
relations according to the fleſh, with thoſe 
friends of ours that are the dear parts of our 
ſelves, how unnatural would all diſagreement 
be with them ? we find how ſeverely the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks of ſuch as fail in their duties to 
their own houſe, 1 "Tm. 5. 8. Nay Hell it 
ſelf is not divided within it (elf, Mat. 12.26. 
and certainly ſuch would be thought brutiſh, 
and diſtracted who wound their own bodies, 
tear their ovvn fleſh, and love to be letting 
forth their ovvn blood ; and yet this does every 
man vvho treats his friends vvith injuries, and 
deſpite. 21y, vve ſhould extend our goodneſs 
to ſtrangers too, for ſome by ſo doing have 
entertained Angels, Heb. 13. 2. Ar leaſt 
how know we but they may be particular Ser- 
vants of Jeſus Chriſt. Let us therefore be 
kind and peaccable with all perſons how lutle 
{oever we are concerned with them, and that 
whether they be good; or whether they be bad 
for the good; he that quarrels with them is in- 
deed the Devils Champion, a perſecutor of 
virtue, an Enemy of innocence, and a man 
{o deſperately wicked, that it cannot be hoped 
the ſhort limits of ſuch a diſcourſe ſhould be 
powerful enough to reclaim him, neither inr 


deed 
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deed was it deſigned to ſuch. Therefore, 
2. We ſhould, as far as it is lawful, be at 
peace with thoſe that either are, or we ſuppoſe 
tobe bad : for all are not really evil whom we 
leaſe to think ſo : with th? worſt men we 
ſhould be as peaceable as innucently we may, 
and with thelc is indecd the greateſt exerciſe of 
of a Chriſtian's vertuc, and therefore to theſe 
| ſhall limit the following part of my dil- 
courſe; as affording the moſt difficult part of 
our duty: For it we love only thoſe thar 
love us, what thanks have we ? do not fin- 
ners, that is, the vileſt of men the ſame ? 
Luke 6. 33. But now to love our enemies, to 
do good where there neither has been any 
foregoing obligation, and from whence in 
likelihood can be expected no return : To do 
good for evil, and to anſwer injurics with 
adts of charity, and kindneſs ; this is an exal- 
tation of a Chriſtians virtue, and a triumph 
of that goodneſs which becomes the followers 
of the Prince of Peace: Patience towards the 
froward, forgiveneſs towards the offending: 
Brother, and, in ſome, peaceablenels with e- 
nemies, and. enemies that provoke us con- 
ſtanly ; theſe are both a Chriſtians duty, and 
his honour ; and.to the. doing of this he may- 


be moved. Firſt, 
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Firſt, If he conſider how pleaſing this muſt 
needs be to our good and merciful God, to 
him who doubtleſly looks down from the 
Throne of his Holineſs, with pleaſure and (a- 
tisfa&tion upon thoſe who .are thus far like 
himſelf ; for he does good in general to all; 
he cauſes his Sun to riſe upon the juſt and un- 
juſt, Luke 6. 35. He diſtributes the common 
bleſſings of humane life to all indifferently, to 
his rebels, as well as to his faithful ſubjects; 
he is not quick to ſtrike, though he is con- 
ſtantly provoked to it; he revenges not every 
unkindnels with a dreadful quarrel ; he filen- 
ces not the noiſe of every oath with the louder 
voice of thunder, nor aims his deadly lightning 
at the head of every one that offends; ſhould 
he do ſo, he would ſoon lay all nature waſte, 
and fill the whole Earth with the dreadful 
marks of his dilplealure: No ! he forbears 
even the bad, and as thus to our comfort we 
know that he is peaccable; lo for our example, 
we ought to know it too; and therefore we 
may be {ure that he diſlikes all that is ſo urfike 
himſelf, that he abhors thole revenges which 
he never practiſes, that he hates nothing ſo 
much as thole unchriſtian paſſions, thoſe Ban 
dalous reſentments of malice and revenge 
wvhich 
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which fall ſo far ſhort of his divine fimilicude, 
that they rather reſemble the old Serpent ; ma- 
lice, and that pride from whence it ſprings, be- 
ing the poiſon with which-he himlelf ar firſt 
burſt, and with which he ſtill infe&s all his fol- 
lowers : but for thoſe who pretend to be the 
followers of the Lamb of God : They ſhould 


2. Conltder the great example of the peace- » or. 


ful Jeſus ; he that received all the ill which 
the wicked and provoking world was capable 
of laying upon him, and yet never returned 
any ; but when he was reviled, he reviled 
not again ; and ſuffered without threatning 
revenge, 1 Pet. 2. 23. Nay, that died pray- 
ing for his murtherers, Luke 23. 34. Hethere- 
fore that was ſo much a Lamb both in his in- 
nocence and meeknelſs, will never own ſuch 
as are Wolves and Tigers ; amongſt whom 
there is nothing to be heard bur paſſionate 
howlings, nor to be ſeen but rending and 
tearing each other ; whereas to blels thole that 
curſe; to love enemies, and to do good to 
thoſe that hate us, are the principles he went 


upon, and which he commends to his true Luk. 2/, 
29. - 


Diſciples. 


3- This peaceableneſs will be to the honour 3 Mer. 


of the Religion we profeſs ; for alas, does not 
Chri- 
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Chriſtianity if ſelf ſuffer through the miſcarri- 
ages of its profeſſors ! Can that be thought a 
Goſpel of Peace, whoſe followers delight in 
nothing but diviſions ? who will not bear one 
offence, nor receive one injury Without re- 
turning it to the full ; and it is well if net with 
intereſt roo : Thus two ill natur'd proverbs are 
more obſerved by them, than all the precepts 
of the holy Goſpel, whilſt they reſolve not to 
dic in the debt of their ill willers, but to give 
to every one as good as he brings, bufoes this 
become Religion? are theſe haughty and im- 
patient maxims drawn out of the Word of 
God ? is this to glorihie him ? and this to adorn 
his Goſpel of peace? as it is called, Ephyf.6.15. 
by thele paſſions we may perhaps become 
burning, but never ſhining lights, perſons 
whom none can latishe or rouch, and whom 
none can ſafely imitate. But 

4. By unmercifulneſs in our own practices, 
we forfeit our title to the Divine mercy, fince 
we cannot with reaſon hope, that God ſhould 
deal better with us, than we do with our Bre- 
thren, who owe us incomparably leſs duty, 
and who affront us infinitely leſs than we do 
our God, In our prayers to bh we are taught 
tro makethis the very condition of our pardon, 
namely, 
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namely, our aprtirude to forgive a treſpaſſing 
Brother, Matth. 6. 12. 

Whilſt therefore we our ſelves are unpeace- 
able, we make our own forgivenels deſperate 
by denying to forgive others. 

This ill humour will be to our diſcredit 5 Mor. 
as ul asto our damage ; for there is no re- 
putation like that of being wile and good : 
but now what wiſdom is there in expoling our 
paſſionate follies to the diſcourſe of our tatling 
neighbour | ? or what goodnels in being excep- 
tious? in being ready to quarrel upon every | 
affront ; thoſe therefore will certainly praCtice 
this pacifick vertue, who ſtand upon their cre- | 
dit with the wile, or better part of the World ; | 
lince ſuch will look with relpe&t and pity up- 
on afflicted patience, and will pay honour to 
goodnels unmoved in the midft of perſecuri- | 
0:15: whillt the noiſe of our paſſions will bur | 
awake the cenſure and reproof of the [peCta- 
tor World, which is apt to ſubſcribe to the 
opinion of that wile Prince, who tells us, that 
anger relte:h in the bolom of fools, Fcclep. 7.9. 
whereas it js the diſcretion of a man to deter his 
anger, and hisglory,to pals over tranſgreſſions, 

Prov. 19.11, | 
6. It is deſtructive to our inward Peace ; for © Mot. 

alas, what quiet can there be within? when 

D there | 
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there is no ſuch noiſe, and ſo many diſturbances 
without ; a mind poſſeſſed with thoſe furies of 
malice and revenge will find as little reſt, as 
houſes do when haunted with diſturbing 
Ghoſts ; he that entertains theſe paſſions, had as 
good entertain ſo many Devils,and will find as 
much in their company ; for he laies his ſoul 
upon the rack, and fhindsno reſt till he has over- 
come his enemy, or himſelf,and which of thele 
is the nobler conquelt, let every Chriſtian judg, 
7. This peaceful inclination will add to a 
man's outward quiet allo,whereas the contrary 
{hall ingage us in perpetual yexations : Since 
the quarrelſom ſhall never want ſome to quar- 
rel with, and the exceptions ſhall never want 
occalions; and with the froward the whole 
World learns frowardneſs. But if one party ac 
leaſt will refolve to be quiet, the difference can- 
not certainly be long liv'd : no malice can be 
fo unreaſonable as to fight on where it meets 
with no oppolition; and the moſt violent fires 
will go out,and die, if you once withdraw'their 
fuel ; but on the other ſide, by diſturbing our 
neighbour's peace, we diſturb our own allo , 
ſince it is almoſt impoſſible to keep our own 
remper whilſt we are moving another man's. 
8. This will leave our unreaſonable enemies 
without excule : thoſe who when we are for 
Peace 
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Pete do yet relolve upon War, as the Royal 


Pſalmiſt complains of his,P/a.1 20. 7.0ur peace- 
ableneſs will ſhew where the fault indeed lies, 
and by the ſame action we ſhall both acquir 
our (elves, and condemn them. 

9. Which is indeed a motive moſt Chriſtian; 
this is the likelieſt to reclaim an offending Bro- 
ther ; for how know we but that by our peace- 
ful, patient, and mild behaviour,we may ſhame 
our enemies our of all their malice ; and by do- 
ing ſo,we may of enemies make them both our 
ſervants, and God's too; and fo an offendin 
Brother(if you will pardon che expreſſion)ſhall 
come to be laved by our mercy, in a ſenſe as 
well God's, whilſt our patience makes a con- 
yert of the perſecutor, and diſarms that malice 
which would have done infinitely more hurt 
to it ſelf thanto us. And oh the joy ! the Chri- 
ſtian ſatisfaction ! to lee an enemy by our vir- 
rue changed into a friend, to ſee violence dil- 
armed only by our yielding to it. . How great! 
nay how godlike a delign it is, to do good to 
the undelerving, by the converſionof an enemy 
to drels up Trophies to the honour of our good 
nature; and to do at once boch God and our 
lelves good lervice ; whilit by the efficacy of 4 


good example,we not only overcome evil With Rom.12.21 


good, but we do itlo as ro make the evil good; 
C3 . hich 
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which isa work ſo properly belonging to God, 


that it muſt needs be a deſign worthy the nob- 
leſt ſpirit, and becoming the molt religious am- 
bition. 

10. By our giving placeto wrath,we ingage 
God in our quarrels ; Vengeance is me, and I will 
repay, ſaies the Lord,Rom.12.19.He will do it, but 
npon this condition, that we offer not at ir our 
ſelves; for he may very well forbear co intereſt 
himſelf at all in thoſe quarrels wherein we in- 
tereſt our ſelves too deeply; and if we proſecute 
every wrong with too-much eagerneſs, he may 
juſtly leave us to our own perhaps impotent 
and feeble proſccutions:lo that the unpeaceable 
will not give God leave to revenge thole evils, 
which a thouſand to one, bur after all their fury 
they thegalelves will not be able to revenge ; 
but if we could once reſolve to truſt God with 
our cauſe, then would be. the time for his in- 
deed appearing in it. 

Laſtly, "The unpeaceable ought to know 
that they have no enemies which are not of 
God's railing up ; all that provokes us are bur 
inſtruments in his Almighty hand ; our greateſt 
foes are but the Rods of his Juſtice, which David 
well confidered, when he anſwered, It may be the 
Lord hath ſaid unto Shimei, curſe David, 2 Sam. 1 6. 


10, Lct us nottherefore by our impatiency,like 
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mad Dogs,bite the ſtonesthat have been thrown 


at us; nor like rebellious children, fly at thar 
Rod with which it pleaſed our Father to give 
us correction ; but let us believe our worſt ene- 
mies to be God' $ executors ; and therefore like 
humbled children, let us be ready even to kiſs 
thoſe Rods that made us ſmart : to forgive, and 
embrace thoſe men God has made ule of for 
our puniſhment; being aflured of this, that if 
they mingle their own malice with his Almigh- 
ty Juſtice, they themſelves ſhall be called to as 
ſevere an account, when God like an indulgent 
Father may cometo break that ſtick with which 
he beat us, and to burn thole Rods with which 
he had corrected his repenting, weeping, chil- 


dren. As therefore we expect God ſhould own Exhort. 


our Coule,let us be cxhorted to patience, chari- 
ty,and forgiveneſs, even under the greacelt pro- 


vocations: To the doing of which. I ſhall agd 
thele following Directions, 


t» Thoſe who would live peaceably, ought Direct. 1, 


carctully to avoid the giving of all juſt offence; 
they ought ro make conlcience of provoking 
one another, Gal. 5. 26. for to hope for peace 
where we allow provocations, 15 too unrealon- 
able. 

2. Upon any offence offered ro us, we muſt 
bridle the firſt motions of our anger, and curb 
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the firſt heat of our words. We mult not harden 
our hearts, nor whet our tongues like ſharp 
[words, as David words it of his enemies ; for 
indecd it's no wonder if fire be produc'd by the 
collilion of an Iron tongue, and flinty heart ; 
ſharp words,and obſtinate minds,being enough 
to put whole Societies into a flame. 

3. We ſhould not ſtand upon too nice points, 
nor ingage into diſputes upon every ſlight occa- 
lion; for certainly that part 1s not very ſound, 
which ſeems lo tender as not to indure the 
ſlighteſt rouch. 

4. (For I can but name them) ler us put fa- 
vourable conſtructions upon doubttul and ful- 
picious paſlages; for all is not evil that at firſt 
appears to beſo; and it's no ſ1gn of good na- 
cure to take every thing in the worlt ſenſe. 

5. Weſhould be willing to debate calmly, 
and to diſcourſe over thoſe things cooly, which 
look like injuries; miſunderſtanding being com- 
monly one of the greateſt make-bates ; thoſe 
therefore that keep at an unkind diſtance, do 
prevent all opportunities of recoacilement. 

6. Let every ones cars be ſtopped againſt 
the tale-bearer. Informers generally in every 
quarrel playing the Devil's game for him, and 
blowing up the flame on both l1des. "They be- 
ing ſuch whiſperers that ſeparate very friends, 
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7. Uſe all holy endeavours to reclaim thy in- 
jurious Brother; conquer him by ſoft and gentle 
remonſtrances, by friendly conceſſions rather 
than by a greater and more furious paſlion. 

8. Reſolve to pardon even the moſt reſolved 
of thy enemies ; the worle they are, do thou ſtill 
labour to appear the better, and make the ex- 
cels of their ill, only an occaſion of heightening 
thy our vertne. 

9. And with which I ſhall conclude, Shew 
thy peaceful diſpolition by endeavouring peace 
amongſt all other men; by promoting charity 
and love between all diflenting Chriſtians ; to 
reconcile, to act the Mediatour, is a holy, and a 
Golpel work ; a work that our deareſt Saviour 
thought worthy of his blood anddeath: "This is 
more charitable rhan to run with water waen 
your neighbour's houſe is laming ; more chari- 
table than to pull his child out of the fre into 
which it is fallen: See nottherefore ſuch unkind 
and ſuch deſtructive Aames, without caſting in 
ſome charitable drops, ſome dilcreet advices, 
and ſome good Offices, that ſo others may fad 
the benefit of thy goodnels, and that brotherly 
love may on all hands continue. Briefly, let us 
all be per{waded to this duty, and that in the 
true extent of it. Let no provocations diſcoms* 
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poſe our graces ; no injuriesdiſturb the peace of 
our minds, or tempt us to diſturb the peace of 
other men, and ſo by a patient, yielding temper, 
awe ſhall blunt the malice, and diſarm the fury 
of our eager enemies ; and what is more de- 
rable ? we ſhall gain God over to our fide, and 
conlequently haſten our deliverance : And thus 
by diſcharging our duty, we ſhall obtain peace 
at the hand n God; we ſhall increaſe peace a- 
mongſt the Sons of men. In one word, we 
{hall ſave our own ſouls, and be inſtrumental 
alſo to the ſalyation even of thoſe men who 
would perhaps have undone us. Whilſt by the 
reclaiming of ſuch as injure us, by the convert- 
ing, of our perſecutors, we give them good 
caule to be our friends, who poſſibly have been 
our enemies, without any at all, This kind of 
converting an injurious Brother, is a doing of 
God's work, is the way to commend our own 
dear ſouls to the mercy and goodneſs of that 
God, who is pleaſed with all opportunities of 
reconcilement; and in fine, it is to preſent 
him with a wandering,a guilty ſervant, brought 
back by us unto his duty, at whoſe Pen? A 
Heayen it ſelf will be filled withJoy, and' all 
the holy Angels ſing. HH 
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